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ORRUPTIONS  OF  THE  ROMiSll  CHURCH,  AT  THE  ERA  OF  THE 

REFORMATION. 


History  (says  Dr.  Blair)  is  a  record  of  truth  for  the 
instruction  of  mankind.  In  vain,  therefore,  we  either  read  or 
write  history,  if  instruction  is  not  our  ultimate  end.  We 
have,  in  two  former  papers,  given  a  short  sketch  of  the  errors 
and  corruptions  of  the  Romish  church,  at  the  era  of  the  refor¬ 
mation.  Let  us  now  as  divines  and  moralists  attend  to  some 
of  the  instructions  which  this  sketch  suggests — And  learn, 
1  What  reason  we  all  have  to  value  our  present  pri¬ 
vileges  of  light  and  liberty.  We  have  now  the  Bible  in  com¬ 
mon  use.  It  is  no  longer  a  sealed  book;  we  may  now  read  this 
treasure  of  heavenly  wisdom  in  public  and  private,  and  no 
man,  nor  any  body  of  men  dare  call  us  to  an  account  for  our 
conduct.  We  are  no  longer  called  upon  to  give  implicit  obe¬ 
dience  to  the  decrees  of  any  mortal.  We  are  taught  to  consi¬ 
der  it  both  our  privilege  and  duty  to  search  and  think  and  be¬ 
lieve  for  ourselvevS.  We  crjl  no  man  our  master.  He  who  ere- 
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atecl  and  preserves  all  things  is  the  alone  lord  of  the  conscience. 
Verily  it  has  not  been  so  in  all  ages,  nor  in  all  places;  nor  is  it 
so  all  the  world  over  even  at  this  day.  Verily  the  lines  have 
fallen  to  us  in  pleasant  places,  and  we  have  a  goodly  heritage. 
Jehovah  hath  not  dealt  so  with  every  nation. 

2.  How  highly  aggravated  is  the  ignorance,  the  careless¬ 
ness  and  licentiousness  of  the  present  day.  When  the  great 
mass  of  mankind  had  not  the  means  of  information,  nothing 
but  gross  ignorance  could  be  expected:  But  gross  ignorance 
when  allpossible  means  of  information  are  enjoyed  is  wliolly 
inexcusable.  We  have  now  the  Bible  in  common  use — but  is 
the  bible  commonly  read,  and  commonly  known?  Far,  far 
from  it.  It  is  to  be  feared  that  great  numbers  of  the  members 
of  Protestant  churches  are  as  ignorant  of  a  great  many  impor¬ 
tant  articles  of  revelation,  as  the  mass  of  Heathens  and  Roman 
Catholics  are.  Where  much  is  given  much  will  be  required. 
Hear  our  Lord’s  declaration: — 

‘‘Then  began  he  to  upbraid  the  cities  wherein  most  of  his 
mighty  works  were  done,  because  they  repented  not.  Woe 
unto  thee,  Chorazin!  woe  unto  thee,  Bethsaida!  for  if  the 
mighty  works  which  were. done  in  you  had  been  done  in  Tyfe 
an(4  Sidon,  they  would  have  repented  long  ago  in  sackcloth  and 
ashes.  But  I  say  unto  you,  it  shall  he  more  tolerable  for  Tyre 
and  Sidon  at  the  day  of  judgment  than  for  you.  And  thou, 
Capernaum*  which  art  exalted  unto  heaven,  shalt  be  brought 
down  to  hell:  for  if  the  mighty  works  which  have  been  done 
in  thee  had  been  done  in  Sodom,  it  would  have  remained  until 
this  day.  But  I  say  unto  you,  That  it  shall  be  more  tolera¬ 
ble  for  the  land  of  Sodom  in  the  day  of  judgment  than  for 
thee. — Matt.  xi.  20 — 24. 

If  ignorance  is  thus  highly  aggravated,  carelessness,  which 
in  the  most  of  cases  is  the  cause  of  ignorance  must  be  still 
more  criminal.  In  the  good  providence  of  God  the  means  of 
obtaining  religious  knowledge  are  now  within  the  reach  of  all. 
But  what  is  common  to  all  and  within  the  reach  of  all,  is  con¬ 
sidered  by  the  great  mass  of  mankind  as  not  worth  attending 
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to.  Do  wc  thus  brethren  require  the  holy  one  and  the  just? 
Air  and  water  are  absolutely  necessary  to  the  preservation  of 
animal  life.  The  God  of  nature  hath  therefore  so  wisely  con¬ 
stituted  nature,  thivt  these  important  blessings  are  within  the 
reach  of  all.  Nor  do  they  lose  any  thing  of  their  value  in  be¬ 
ing  thus  common.  The  bible  and  the  use  of  the  ordinary 
means  of  salvation  hold  the  same  place  in  the  spiritual  world 
which  air  and  water  hold  in  the  natural..  They  are  therefore 
appointed  by  the  head  of  the  church  for  the  common  use  of  all. 
The  church  of  Rome  for  ages  in  a  great  measure  excluded  men 
from  the  use  of  these  common  and  all-important  blessings.—* 
Slie  has  consequently  had  the  curse  of  all  wise  and  good  men 
for  ages  upon  her  head.  In  the  good  provide'nce  of  God  we  in 
these  countries  are  free  from  such  destructive  restraints.  The 
man,  consequently,  who  thinks  little  of  these  means,  now 
once  more  unfolded  for  common  use,  must  be  an  enemy  to 
his  own  soul — ^an  enemy  to  the  whole  family  of  mankind, 
must  forsake  his  own  mercies,  and  must  be  bringing  upon  his 
own  head,  as  well  as  upon  the  heads  of  his  children  swift  des¬ 
truction. 

Closely  connected  with  this  ignorance  and  carelessness,  is 
the  indilference  or  licentiousness  of  the  present  day,  falsely 
called  candour,  and  liberality,  and  charity,  &c.  &c.  We  are 
indeed  in  the  good  providence  of  God,  under  no  necessity  to 
conform  our  religious  belief,  or  religious  conduct  to  any  one 
set  of  men.  But  we  mistake  much  if  we  suppose  that  we  are 
thereby  free  from  all  moraf  or  religious  restraint — or  that  all 
systems  of  doctrine,  and  all  modes  of  worship"  are  equally  ac¬ 
ceptable  to  the  God  whom  we  worship.  However  much  men 
may  change  or  fashions  may  change,  God  and  God's  law  con¬ 
tinue  the  same.  God's  word  was  the  infallible  and  the  only 
standard  of  right  and  wrong,  of  faith  and.  manners,  of  doctrine 
and  worship,  long  before  the  church  of  Rome  and  her  infallibili- 
Ity  were  known.  And  the  same  word  will  continue  to  be  the 
infallible  and  the  only  rule  in  these  matters  when  every  rem 
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nant  of  that  church  shall  be  destroyed.  I'here  is,  therefore  a 
right  and  a  wrong  in  every  thing  respecting  doctrine  and  wor¬ 
ship  now  as  w’ell  as  in  former  times.  And  w  hat  is  not  right  must 
be  wrong.  Whatever  is  not  conformable  to  God’s  will  must  be 
contrary  to  it.  It  is  also  in  the  nature  of  things  impossible 
thaj  all  the  various  and  contradictory  doctrines  and  m  jdts  of 
worship  which  are  at  present  afloat  in  the  world  can  be  con¬ 
formable  to  any  one  rule.  And  how  indifference  with  respect 
to  which  of  them  is  right  or  which  wrong,  cannot  be  highly 
criminal  is  hard  to  conceive.  Has  God  given  us  a  law  plain 
and  express,  and  may  men  mould  this  law  into  any  shape  they 
please,  and  make  it  sanction  any  device  w  hich  can  be  imagin¬ 
ed,  and  yet  be  guiltless? — Absurd — Impossible! 

3.  How  liable  men  are  to  be  deceived  with  respect  to  tvhat 
is  religion.  For  a  moment  consider  the  torruptions,  particu¬ 
larly  the  ignorance  and  vices  of  the  clergy  mentioned  above, 
and  say  if  at  first  sight  you  are  not  ready  to  say  that  certainly 
the  very  name  of  religion  was  in  their  days  unknown — yet  ne¬ 
ver  were  men  more  religious  in  their  own  way.  Nay,  all  the 
men  oi  these  days,  high  and  low,  rich  and  poor,  laity  as  well  as 
clergy,  were  distinguished  for  their  zeal  and  activity  in  w  orks 
of  religion.  T^iey  defrauded  and  murdered  and  plundered 
whole  nations  and  kingdoms,  and  all  from  religious  principles. 
In  shewy  and  expensive  ceremonies;  they  were  regular  consci¬ 
entious  and  devout.  Verily  it  is  a  truth,  that  the  heart  of  man 
is  deceitiul  above  all  things  and  desperately  wicked.  In  fine 
hence  see 

4.  The  necessity  of  having  the  great  body  of  professors 
from  their  infancy  well  instructed  in  the  great  and  leading  doc¬ 
trines  of  the  bible.  Ignorance  of  fundamertal  principles,  and 
^ofthe  intimate  connection  which  exists  among  all  the  truths  of 
revelation,  is  the  great  source  of  all  the  errors  and  corruptions 
w^hich  have  ever  been  known  in  the  Christian  wwld.  This  ig¬ 
norance,  as  we  have  seen,  is  the  xtry  life  and  soul  of  Popery. 
By  the  very  constitution  of  our  nature  w  e  must  be  under  the 
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infi Lienee  of  religious  principles,  and  more  or  less  under^the  di¬ 
rection  of  spiritual  guides.  Even  the  avowed  infidel  and  de¬ 
bauchee  are  not  exceptions  from'this  general  rule.  All  things 
considered,  they  are  more  priest-ridden  than  any  other  class  of 
men.  llie  onlv  difference  betwixt  these  and  the  rational  wtU 
Informed  Christian  is,  that  the  Christian  can  give  a  solid  rea¬ 
son  for  his  religious  belief  and  religious  conduct — they  cannot. 
In  exact  proportion,  then  as  the  great  body  of  professors  arc 
from  their  youth  acquainted  with  the  scriptures,  they  will  be 
Christians  or  Roman  catholics,  or  infidels.  And  all  other 
things  being  equal,  the  church  which  takes  the  most  care  of 
the  religious  education  of  her  youth  will  stand  fairest  to 
maintain  for  the  longest  period,  and  in  the  greatest  degree  cfi 
uurity  the  doctrine  and  worship  of  Ciod. 


EXTRACTS 

FROM  “STUDIES  IN  THE  TEMPLE  OF  TRUTH,” 

A  LATE  AND  VALUABLE  ENGLISH  PUBLICATION. 

“In  our  Inquiries  after  Truth,  if  we  would  arrive  at  any  ac¬ 
curate  and  valuable  knowledge,  the  strictest  attention  must  be 
paid  to  System.  Not  only  does  the  mind  conceive  more  clear¬ 
ly  of  propositions,  which  are  well  digested  and  sijstemnUcalhj 
arranged,  but,  objects  often  appear  under  very  different  as¬ 
pects,  when  standing  alone,  and  when  viewed  in  their  relative 
situation  and  connexion. 

“It  is  for  want  of  considering  the  relation,  which  one  truth 
bears  to  another,  that  many  persons  hold  the  most  important 
Doctrines  with  so  loose  a  hand,  as  to  surrender  them  the  first 
moment  they  are  attacked.  Particular  tenets  are  detached 
from  the  System^  to  which  they  belong:  sophistry  represents 
them  as  untenable:  and,  as  their  relative  importance  is  kept 
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out  of  sight,  they  are  rejected  one  after  another,  till  nothing, 
but  the  shadow  of  Christianity  remains. 

“  Never  perhaps  was  it  more  necessary  chan  at  present,  to 
call  the  attention  of  Christians  to  /irst  Princifiles^  and  to  a  re¬ 
view  of  the  leading  Doctrines  of  their  Keligion.  Almost  every 
where  are  to  be  found  men  of  corrupt  minds,  and  of  perverse 
disputings,  who  are  unwearied  in  their  endeavours  to  under¬ 
mine  the  faith  oi  the  simplCi^  When  danger  thus  surrounds 
us,  surely  it  beconics  us  to  be  on  the  alert,  and  to  use  every 
lawful  effort  to  repel  the  common  enemy.  One  of  the  most  ef¬ 
fectual  methods  for  this  valuable  purpose  is,  to  declare,  in  the 
most  succinct,  lucid,  and  comprehensive  manner, 

“The  whole  Counsel  of  God.”* 

Panorastis. 

*Itis  humbly  submitted  to  those,  who  are  in  the  becoming  and 
pious  habit  of  searching  the  Scriptures  for  themselves,  whether 
this  comprehensive  phrase  can  possibly  refer  to  any  thing  less 
than  that  rich  Compendium  of  sacrctl  truth,  which  is  here  propo¬ 
sed  to  their  particular  attention  In  this  Compendium,  it  will  be 
mostevident,  th»t,  “There  is  in  Religion  a  connexion,  a  harmony, 
a  chain,  so  firmly  united,  that  it  cannot  be  understood,  if  taken  on¬ 
ly  in  detached  parcels.  Like  a  beautiful  and  useful  Machine, 
when  deprived  of  any  essential  part,  the  whole  is  deformed,  or 
destroyed.  In  a  coherent  system  of  doctrine,  nothing  can  be  use¬ 
less, -nothing  repugnant,  nothing  which  ought  not  to  occupy  the 
very  place  which  77re  divine  Author^  who  i  omposed  the  whole, 
has  assigned  it.  What  will  become  of  Religion,  if  w  e  embrace  a- 
ny  of  its  Principles  separately?  and  how  unsafe  and  wavering 
must  he  be,  who  can  rest  satisfied  with  a  partial  knowledge  of  di¬ 
vine  ^truths’.” 

To  make  any  distinction,  between  the  comparative  value  of 
this  System,  and  religious  affections,  or  the  pious  regulation  of 
the  heart  aud  life,  is  in  judicious,  and  improper — not  to  say,  absurd 
and  ignorant;  for,  the  former  necessarily  involves  the  latter:  they 
arc  a  material  branch  of  the  System,  The  Religion  of  Revelation 
is  a  System  of  perfect  and  universal  order  and  harmony.  There  is 
such  a  connexion  between  the  Doctrines,  Devotions,  and  Duties, 
that  a  neglect  of  one  mars  the  general  Symmetry.  There 
is  a  just  and  universal  tendency  in  the  whole  to  the  same  uniform 
effect,  and  end.  Those  Truths  and  Duties,  which  relate  to  God, 
stand  in  the  first  principles  of  the  System:  those,  which  relate  to 
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It  has  been  said  indeed,  that  the  amazing  diversity  and 
contradiction  of  sentiment,  on  the  Articles  of  Faidi,  and  the 
System  of  Revelation,  among  our  public  Instructors,  are  a 
sufficient  apology  for  our  own  laying  little  or  no  stress  upon 
them. — Such  diversity  and  contradiction  are  a  too  certain 
fact — deeply  to.  be  lamented  ;  but,  the  Inference  deduced 
from  it  is  preposterous  and  confounds  itself.  Whatf  because 
there  are  so  many  different  Opinions  on  Learning — Philoso¬ 
phy — Politics — and  Virtue — are  we  to  embrace  none?  are  wc 
to  reject  them  all?  is  there  no  such  thing  as  just  principles  of 
sound  Learning— of  true  Philosophy— of  good  Policy — or  of 
real  Virtue- — in  the  world?  Ridiculous!  And  yet  to  such 
wretched  and  contemptible  shifts  are  we  driven,  when  we  de¬ 
part  from  that  Simplicity,  that  Ingeniousness  of  mind,  which  is 
not  less  dignified,  than  amiable.*  We  have  a  certain  Rule 
laid  down  for  us  in  the  case,  John  IT.  If  the  Heart  be  right 
the  Understanding  will  not  be  suffered  to  mistake  Error  for 
Truth:  if  “thine  Eye  be  single,  thy  whole  body  shall  be  full 
of  Light.’’ 

our  neighbour  and  ourselves,  arise  out  of  thorn  as  infallible  and 
necessary  Consequences.  Every  duty  holds  its  proper  place  in 
the  general  System:  neither  is  it  possible,  that  the  Christian  Ver¬ 
ities  should  be  understood  in  their  Order,  with  Perspicuity,  and 
with  Comprehensiveness,  but  in  this  particular  Mode.  In  a  word 
— what  is  Theology,  but  the  Science  of  divine  things,  of  sacred 
truths?  Corpus,  vel  Systema,  vel  Medulla,  Divinitatis:  et  quo 
nobilior  cseteris  omnibus  disciplinis  est  Theologia,  eo  magis  ac¬ 
curate  sunt  ejus  dogmata  noscenda,  ac  methodice  eliam  perci- 
pienda.. 

*  Wc,  who  have  lived  to  see  strange  Revolutions,  both  in  the 
political  and  in  the  moral  World,  cannot  help  lamenting  that 
there  are  /^as/iions  in  preaching,  as  well  as  in  Medicine!  Of  late 
years,  t^e  Mode  has  been,  if  not  to  cashier  them,  yet  to  leave  some 
of  the  great  Points  of  Revelation  in  utter  obscurity!  The  plausible 
reason  assigned  for  this,  is,  that  either  they  have  been  incautious¬ 
ly  stated — ignorantly  misunderstood— or  shamefully  perverted. 
Are  they  therefore  to  be  obliterated — concealed^-- or,  disguised?- 
Will  Wisdom— or^  Piety~ov^  Humthty — answer  in  the  affirma- 
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So  far  from  hcsitatinj5  to  submit  these  thoughts  to  public 
and  candid  examination,  vve  ought  to  be  even  anxious  to  dis¬ 
close  them — if,  as  a  very  judicious  and  solid  Writer  of  our 
times  has  asserted,  A  real  and  lively  Belief  of  the  great  Doc^ 
trines  contained  in  the  Bible  is  the  proper  Root  of  true  holi¬ 
ness.  A  xvhited Sejiulchre  is  the  Emblem  of  all  that  can  be  at- 
Waincd  to,  where  they  arc  proudly  rejected  or  treated  with  iii- 
diflcrence;  and  every  man’s  spirituality;  piety,  humility,  and 
enlarged,  disinterested,  unostentatious  Philanthrophy,  will 
bear  proportion  to  the  degree,  in  tvhich  he  knows  and  cordially 
embraces  the  great  truths  of  the  holy  Scriptures.  It  must 
therefore  be  evident,  that  every  person,  to  whom  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  are  sent,  ought  to  study  them.  For,  ii  God,  in  compas¬ 
sion  to  our  ignorance,  as  well  as  in  regard  to  the  honour  of 
his  Name,  hath  given  us  a  Book  penned  under  the  inspiration 
of  his  holy  Spirit — and,  if  the  Truths  revealed  in  it  are  uf  the 
utmost  importance — it  must  be  most  reasonable  that  we  should 
bestow  pains  to  acquire  the  knowledge  of  them.  Whether  we 
consider  the  Scriptures  as  a  Revelation  which  the  Lord  hath 
made  to  us  of  Himself — that  we  may  know,  worship,  and 
glorify  him;  or,  of  his  Law  and  Government— that  we  .may 
learn  from  them  what  is  our  true  Condition  as  Sinners — and 
that  we  may  submit  to  and  obey  him;  or,  of  his  Mercy  and 
Salvation — that  we  may  find  acceptance  with  him;  or,  of  the 
Privilc  ges  of  his  children,  in  this  life  and  in  that  which  is  to 


alive?  Impossible.  “It  has  been  well  observed,  that.  The  funda- 
inenlal  Doctrines  of  the  Gospel  are  neither  the  less  true  nor  salu¬ 
tary,  because  they  have  been  rashly  or  mischievously  taught:  as 
it  has  in  fact  pleased  God  to  reveal  them,  and  as  he  clearly  foresaw 
what  their  eflects  would  be,  he  surely  meant  not  his  INIinistcrs  to 
be  wiser  than  himself^  nor  ever  intended  to  invest  them  with  a  &- 
cre/fowary  of  suppressing  or  producing  Doctrines  accor¬ 

ding  to  circumstances.** — The  insolent  and  most  unjustifiable 
Arrogance  assumed  by  some  among  us,  in  this  respect,  is  so 
great,  as  to  lead  them  even  to  disparage  and  /ifrserz/reth'jse,  who 
ditVer  from  them! 
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eome:  in  every  view  of  the  subject,  the  Duty  of  searching 
them  must  be  evident.’*  Prov.  2.  1— *6. 

In  the  discharge  of  a  Duty  of  such  magnitude  and  so  in* 
dispensable,  can  the  Reader  be  offended  with  an  unknown  indi¬ 
vidual,  who  begs  leave  to  propose  to  his  careful  examination 
the  following  result?  in  which  it  is  hoped,  he  will  find  a  pers¬ 
picuous  arrangement  of  the  most  fundamental  Doctrines  with 
their  respective  authorities^ 

The  Catechism  of  Truth. 

What  is  one  of  the  essential^  invariable^  eternal  fie rftc lions' 
of  the  Godhead? 

Truth  .  ^  Exod.  34.  6.  •  Deut.  32.  4.  # 

Ps.  25.  10.  .  31.  5.  .  ^  Jer.  10.  10. 

This  Attribute  of  the  divine  being  is  to  be  seriously  con* 
templated,  not  only  as  ohe  of  the  glorious  properties  of  his  Na¬ 
ture,  but,  as  applicable  to  all  the  Doctrines  of  his  word— to  all 
the  Promises  of  his  Gospel— to  all  the  Precefita  of  his  Law— 
and,  to  all  the  Threatenin^s  of  his  retributive  Justice.  In  all 


*  Let  no  person  turn’away  with  supercilious  disdain  from  the 
idea  of  a  Catechism;  which  is  certainly  a  very  happy  mode  of  con¬ 
veying  instruction,  on  account  of  its  ease  and  familiarity:  it  has 
all  the  advantages  of  free  conversation,  and  has,  of  any  mode,  least 
the  air  of  being  dictatorial.  Besides,  no  method  of  communica¬ 
ting  divine  Science  should  be  left  untried — nor  can  we  descend 
too  low,  if  we  do  not  sink  into  what  is  mean  and  vulgar.  VVe  have 
seen,  in  the  example  of  the  Redeemer,  that,  “Truth  is  content, 
when  it  comes  into  the  world,  to  learn  our  homely  language,  and 
to  conform  itself,  as  it  were,  to  our  dress  and  fashions:  it  affects 
not  that  pomp  and  state,  tvith  which  the  fastidious  Rhetorickn 
sets  out  his  style:  non  Tarentinis  aut  Sigulis  h^ec  scribimus:  but, 
it  speaks  with  the  most  idiotical  sort  of  men  in  the  most  idiotical 
way,  and  becomes  all  things  to  all  men — as  every  Son  of  truth 
should  do — for  their  good:  and  therefore  it  may  be  the  best  way 
to  understand  the  true  sense  of  Scripture,  not  rigidly  to  examine 
it  by  philosophic  al  interrogatories,  or  to  bring  it  under  the  scruti¬ 
ny  of  learned  distinctions — but,  to  suffer  it,  as  much  as  possible, 
to  explain  itself;  to  be  its  own  Interpreter/’ 
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these  respects  ^^The  Word  of  our  God  shall  stand  for  ever/^ 
Is.  40.  6—8 — 

fVhat  is  the  grand  central  pointy  in  which  all  the  rays  of  di*> 
vine  Revelation  may  said  to  converge^ 

It  is,  Jesus  Christ.  Ps.85.’10.  11.  .  Jer.  33.  14— 

16.  Dan.  0.  24.  .  Johnl.  14,  17.  .  14.  6.  .  Rom. 

15.  8.  .  Eph.  4.  21.* 

Upon  such  authorities,  with  many  others  too  numerous  to 
adduce,  we  may  con  denlly  affirm,  that  Jesus  Christ  is  not  on¬ 
ly  the  Sum  and  Substance  of  the  Scripture,  but  also,  the  great 
Subject  of  the  Christian  Ministry,  and  the  vital  Principle  and 
Source  of  the  whole  Redemption,  Consolation,  and  Salvation,  of 
every  sincere  Believer  in  his  Name.  Is.  61^  1 — 3,  •  1 

Cor.  1.  17-^31.  *  •  Eph.  1.3.  •  Col.  1.28. — 

•To  perceive  the  propriety  of  this  question  and  its  answer,  it 
,  will  be  expedient,  that  all  these  passages  should  be  viewed  in  con¬ 
nexion;  as  they  serve  to  illustrate  each  other;  and  this,  I  appre¬ 
hend  to  be  the  true  meaning  of  ‘‘comparing  spiritual  things  with 
spiritual.**  I  Cor.  2.  13. 

To  be  Continued* 


OBITUARY. 

Died,  January  31st,  1812  tne  Rev.  Alexander  Calderhead^ 
pastor  of  the  Associate  Reformed  congregation,  of  Belmont 
county,  state  of  Ohio.  This  worthy  man  was  born  in  the  par¬ 
ish  of  Cumbusnethen,  Lanarkshire,  North  Britain.  Though 
distinguished  for  his  piety  from  his  youth,  it  was  not  till  he  had 
arrived  at  maturity  and  had  served  a  regular  apprenticeship  to 
the  blacksQUth*s  business,  that  he  seriously  thought  of  devoting 
himself  to  the  work  of  the  holy  ministry.  In  the  face  of  a 
great  many  difficulties,  he  pushed  through  a  regular  course  of 
human  and  sacred  learning,  and  by  the  divine  blessing  upon 
the  exertions  of  his  mind  originally  strong,  became  no  irn 
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considerable  scholar.  He  studied  divinity  under  Rev^  J. 
Brown,  Haddington,  was  licenced,  we  think,  by  the  Associate 
Presbytery  of  Fife,  and  was  settled  at  Horndean  near  Ber¬ 
wick  upon  Tweed.— Here  he  continued  nearly  15  years,  and 
was  distinguished  as  an  acceptable  and  useful  preacher*  In 
the  fall  of  1801,  Rev.  Dr.  J.  M.  Mason  of  New-York  visited 
Scotland  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  ministerial  aid  to  this 
country.  Having  in  April,  1802,*  made  application  to  the  As¬ 
sociate  Burgher  Synod— the  Synod  made  every  exertion  which 
was  in  their  power  to  forward  the  design  of  his  mission,  &  while 
many  in  the  prime  of  life,  and  some  of  them  not  otherwise  in 
very  eligible  circumstances^  who  had  been  called  upon  by  the 
Synod  to  consider  the  call  of  providence  to  America,  shrunk 
from  the  supposed  danger  and  difficulties,  Mr.  Calderhead, 
in  the  decline  of  life,  but  with  the  vigour  of  youth,  came  for¬ 
ward  and  offered  his  services.  Having  arrived  in  America, 
his  lot  was  cast  in  the  new  settlements  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
state  of  Ohio.  His  charge  was  extensive  and  scattered,  and  in 
the  language  of  the  world,  he  had  but  few  of  the  comforts  of 
life.  His  situation  was  altered  much  indeed,  and  altered,  ac¬ 
cording  to  common  language,  to  the  worse  from  what  it  was  in 
Scotland  .And  this  too,  \yhen  he  was  far  advanced  in  life,  and 
had  contracted  habits  very  different  from  the  habits  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  with  whom  it  was  now  his  duty  to  associate.  Yet 
he  was  never  heard  to  complain.  His  cabin  he  called 
Ville  Contentment^  and  in  all  his  intercourse  with  the  world  and 
with  his  friends  he  gave  no  occasion  to  Suspect  that  it  was 
WTong  named.  So  far  as  we  have  had  an  opportunity  of  being 
informed,  he  died  comfortably.  When  he  was  urged  to  take 
something  to  support  his  frail  body,  he  would  sometimes  say, 
^‘Oh,  you  often  disturb  me,  and  deprive  me  of  sweet  inter¬ 
course  with  my  God;*’  and  being  asked  if  he  had  no  concern 
about  the  church  or  congregation,  he  replied,  he  had  given 
them  all  up  to  God.  Near  his  last  he  said,  Oh,  to  be  gone,  and 
to  be  with  Christy  which  is  far  better/*  When  he  could  scsurce- 
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ly ‘peak  to,  be  understood,  his  children  were  brought  to  hitn5 
and  embraced  him;  he  exerted  himself  much  to  speak  to  them, 
but  nothing  could  be  known  but  trust  in  .God— -pray — and, 
farewell — after  which  in  a  little  time  he  fell  asleep  in  Jesus;  in 
the  62d  year  of  his  age,  and  25th  of  his  ministry— 

It  is  sincerely  hoped  that  his  ministerial  labours  have  not 
been  without  considerable  efficacy  in  both  Europe  and  Amer¬ 
ica. — He  has  left  a  wdfe  and  four  small  children  to  lament  his 
loss.  Let  those  for  whom  he  sacrificed  many  ofhis  worldly'com- 
forts  prove  that  they  have  profited  under  his  ministry  by  their 
attention  to  these— “I  was  anhungered’"  says  our  Lord’’  “and 
ye  gave  me  meat,  I  was  thirsty  and  ye  gave  me'drink,  I  was  a 
stranger  and  ye  took  me  in,  naked  and  ye  clothed  me;  I  was 
sick  and  ye  visited  me;  I  was  in  prison  and  ye  came  unto  me— *• 
for — Verily  I  say  unto  you,  in  as  much  as  ye  have  done  it  unto 
ONE.Or  THE  LEAST  OF  THESE  MY  BRETHREN,  yC  have  done  it 
unto  me”  and  on  the  other  hand — says  our  Lord — Verily  I  say 
unto  you,  in  as  much  as  ye  did  it  not  to  one  of  the  least  of 
these  ye  did  it  not  to  me. 


REVIEW.— NO.  IL 
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•^The  Methodist  Episcopal  Chuich,  their  Doctrines  and  Discipline,  together 
with  the  characters  of  certain  individuals,  vindicated  from  the  unjust  repre*- 
sentations  of  Joshua  L.  Wilson.  By  Wiilian  Burke.  **I£e  that  is  frst 
in  his  ovsn  cause  seefneth  just;  hut  his  neighbor  cometh  and  seat  cheth  A/w.”— 
Prov.  •*  Therefore  I  said,  hearken  unto  me;  I  also  tctll  show  you  mine  o- 
pinion.** — Job.  Cincinnatit  printed  for  E.  Hall  &  O.  M.  Spencer,  by  John 
W.  Browne  &  Co.  Office  of  Liberty  Hall.  1812.” 

With  the  circumstances  which  occasioned  this  pamphlet, 
our  readers  are  already  in  part  acquainted.  Sometime  in  last 
October,  a  poetical  effusion,  ciilled  the  “Hagon  of  Calvinism, 
or  the  Moloch  of  Decrees,  was  published  at  Cincinnati,  state 
of  Ohio,  by  a  printer,  a  member  of  the  Methodist  church  of 
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ihat  place,  and  industriously  circulated,  by  otlier  members  of 
that  church — and  all  this  while  a  large  conference  of  Metho¬ 
dists  was  held  in  the  neighborhood.  Mr.  Wilson,  the  pastor 
of  the  Presbyterian  church,  considering  himself  and  his  breth¬ 
ren  grossly  insulted  by  this  conduct,  and  the  cause  of  Divine 
truth  much  injured,  applied  first  to  the  printer  for  the  name  of 
the  author  of  the  offensiv^e  publication.  Having  failed  in  this, 
lie  next  applied  to  the  leaders  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  to  execute  upon  one  of  their  own 
members,  what  he  till  then  supposed  to  be  one  of  their  own 
laws.  The  manner  in  v/hich  this  application  was  made  as  de¬ 
tailed  in  the  pamphlet  before  us,  is  in  these  words: — 

“Having  made  these  remarks,  I,  Joshua  L.  Wilson,  pastor 
of  the  first  Presbyterian  congregation  in  Cincinnati^  believing 
and  teaching  that  system  of  doctrine  called  Calvinism,  but 
which  is  in  fact  “the  doctrine  of  Paul  and  Paul’s  master,”  lay 
before  the  Methodist  Episcopal  society  in  Cincinnati  the  fol¬ 
lowing  charges  against  Samuel  J.  Browne,  one  of  their  mem¬ 
bers,  viz. 

1.  That  the  said  Browne  did,  in  the  month  of  Oct.  181 1,  du¬ 
ring  the  the  sitting  of  the  annual  conference  of  the  Methodist  E- 
piscopal  society  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  print  &  publish  an  offensive 
pamphlet  called  “The  Dagon  of  Calvinism  or  the  Moloch  of 
Decrees,  &c.“  in  which  an  attempt  is  made  by  falshood  and 
slander  to  hold  up  to  odium  and  contempt  all  Christians  except 
Methodists  and  other  Arminians.* 

2.  In  said  publication  learning  is  made  a  subject  of  ridi¬ 
cule,  contrary  to  the  rules  of  every  well  regulated  society. 

3.  That  the  said  Browne  though  repeatedly  applied  to,  will 
not  give  up  the  name  of  the  author,  thereby  virtually  assuming 
the  authorship  and  taking  Upon  himself  all  responsibility. 

4.  He  has  declared  “there  are  enough  willing  to  father”  the 
said  publication,  thereby  insinuating  that  the  leaders  of  the  Me¬ 
thodist  society  approbate  it,  which  many  of  the  Calvinists  are 
unwilling  to  believe. 

If  any  of  the  above  charges  be  denied,  credible  witnesses 
can  be  introduced  to  prove  their  truth.  The  kind  and  extent 

*  The  word  Arminians  is  used  by  way  of  distinction^  not  re¬ 
proach. 
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of  redress  reasonably  expected  in  this  case  can  be  properly  stat; 
ed  when  the  cause  comes  to  issue* 

J.  L.  WILSON. 

To  this  application  the  leaders  of  the  church  returned  what 
to  Mr.  Wilson  appeared  a  very  equivocal  and  unsatisfactory 
answer.— Mr.  Wilson  then  made  his  appeal  to  the  public  in  a 
pampiile^,  and  to  this  pamphlet  the  one  now  before  us  is  apr©- 
fessed  answer. 

Mr.  Burke  consequently  finds  it  necessary  to  give  to  the 
public  the  reason  why  he  and  the  other  leaders  of  the  church, 
did  not  call  one  of  their  own  members  to  an  account  for  a  vio¬ 
lation  of  what  Mr.  Wilson  had  supposed  w^as  one  of  their  own 
rules.  This  is  done  in  the  following  words:— 

‘‘On  examining  the  charges  against  S.  J.  Browne,  we 
found  they  were  not  sufficient  to  authorise  an  investigation  of 
his  conduct.  The  rule  respecting  the  issuing  of  “improper 
publications”  relates  only  to  travelling  preachers.  Meth.  dis. 
14  ed,  p,  210 — ^“No  travelling  preacher  is  permitted  to  publish 
any  book  or  pamphlet,  without  the  approbation  of  the  annual 
conference  to  which  he  belongs,  or  of  a  committee  chosen  by 
them.” 

“Had  Mr.  W.  been  less  assuming  and  dictatorial,  we  should 
probably  have  explained  our  reasons  for  not  bringing  S.  J. 
to  trial;  we  thought  it  sufficient  to  inform  Mr.  W.  that  neither 
the  conference  nor  the  society,  had  ever  patronized  the  Dagou 
of  Calvinism,  and  that  the  society  were  ignorant  of  its  being 
published  until  they  saw  it  in  circulation.” 

We  must  confess,  that  to  us  this  reason  appears  to  be  a 
masterpiece  of  equivocation.  Travelling  preachers  only^  it 
seems,  are  to  be  restrained  from  having  any  hand  in  issuing 
improper  publications.  We  know  now  exactly,  how  the  chain 
of  Lorenzo  Dow— the  address  of  the  Carnal  Crew — and  other, 
performances  of  equal  merit  and  utility  obtained  an  extensive 
circulation  through  the  Methodist  churches.  It  was  not  known 
to  the  dignitaries  of  the  church,  that  the  travelling  preachers 
carried  packages  of  these  books  to  the  local  preachers,  to  be 
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vended  and  circulated.  Nor  was  it  known  or  even  suspected 
that  a  travelling  preacher  could  be, so  wicked  as  to  hand  this 
very  Dagon  of  Calvinism  to  the  printer — and  be  active  in  dis-* 
tributing  it,  when  printed,  to  all  the  brethren  assembled  at 
Cinrinnati  from  at  least  two  states. 

Mr.  Wilson  had  in  his  pamphlet  explicitly  stated— “that 
he  considered  the  view  which  the  author  of  Dagon  had  given 
of  Calvinism  to  be  at  the  very  best  gross  mis-representations— 
he  therefore  had  pronounced  the  publication  a  false 

and  slanderous  production — ^and  had  as  explicitly  declared  that 
he  was  anxious  that  the  brethren  of  the  Methodist  connexion 
would  publicly  and  unequivocally  disav'ow  their  endeavouring 
to  advance  their  interests  by  such  misrepresentations. — Of  this' 
Mr.  Burke  takes  notice  more  than  once  in  the  pamphlet  belore 
us,  particularly  in  these  words:— 

As  we  deem  it  necessary  not  only  to  ascertain  facts,  but  al¬ 
so  the  design  of  the  offender,  if  Mr.  W.  will  point  out  to  us  the  ‘ 
person  or  persons  in  our  society,  who,  believing  Dagon  to  be  a 
false  and  slanderous  publication,  did  nevertheless  approve  and 
circulate  it,  we  will  deal  with  them  as  transgressors  against 
God  and  man.  We  sincerely  wish  that' all  our  people  may 
have  knowledge  and  grace  sufficient  to  enable  them  to  use  vir¬ 
tuous  means  for  accomplishing  good  purposes;  yet  where  the 
failure  is  occasioned  by  a  defect  in  the  judgment  and  not  in  the 
intention,  we  are  not  authorised  to  cut  them  off,  although  it  is 
our  duty  to  admonish  them  “in  the  spirit  of  meekness." 

“We  are  confident  that  none  but  the  “weak'and  wicked" 
will  ever  rally  around  the  standard  of  “Dagon"or  “Dagonism 
Exhibited;*^  but  even  to  these  “mercy  is  better  than  sacrifice,"* 
and  had  Mr.  W.  known  what  this  meant,  he  would  not  have 
required  so  many  victims  to  his  passions  and  prejudices." 

We  must  again  say,  that  this  is  nothing  else  xh:mequivoca* 
tion.  This  is  a  mode  of  reasoning  unworthy  of  a  man  of  sense, 
not  to  say  of  piety:  A  mode  of  .reasoning  which  no  man  of 
sense  will  have  recourse  to  when  he  is  conscious  that  he  has  a 
good  cause.  Approve  or  disapprove  of  the  mode  of  warfare  car¬ 
ried  on  by  the  agency  of  such  publications  as  Dagon,  was  the 
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question  which  was  fairly  and  distinctly  put.  But  in  the  whole 
pamphlet,  no  distinct  answer  is  given.  We  freely  confess,  that 
this  to  us  is  pretty  strong  proof  that  common  fame  tells  a  great 
deal  of  truth,  when  she  tells  us  that  Mr.  Burke  himself  and  the 
most  or  his  brethren,  in  their  public  discourses,  scarcely  ever 
give  any  other  account  of  Cdvinism,  than  what  is  given  of  it 
by  the  author  of  Dagon, 

Mr,  Burke,  complains  oftener  than  once,  of  Mr.  Wilson's 
having  liberally  handed  about  bitter  invectives,  and  having 
substituted  virulent  expressions  instead  of  solid  argument,  A 
complaint  of  this  kind  is  not  altogether  without  foundation; 
and  few  contro^^erclal  piibllcatinns  indeed,  Can,  be  produced, 
which  are  not  very  faulty  in  this  respect.  This  single  fact  is 
a  strong  proof  of  the  depravity  of  the  human  heart,  and  of  the 
imperfection  of  the  best  of  men.  It  is  a  serious  admonition  to 
Christians  to  be  watchful,  especially  those  who  are  more  imme¬ 
diately  engaged  in  the  business  of  controversy. 

Sensible  of  the  impropriety  of  giving  hard  names,  as  it  ap¬ 
pears  in  Mr.  W,  Mr.  Burke  assures  us  in  his  advertisement 
that  it  is  not  his  design  to  return  railing  for  railing.  We  are 
disposed  to  doubt  very  much  whether  he  has  been  able  to  ac¬ 
complish  his  design.  A  few  out  of  the  many  illiberal  and  un¬ 
christian  expressions  which  have  excited  this  doubt,  follow: 

Page  6.  ‘‘Where  pedantry  is  the  prize,  he  (Mr.  W.)  will 
long  stand  without  a  rival.’*  In  page  29.  To  Mr.  Wilson’s 
complaint  that  the  leaders  of  the  Methodist  church  at  Cincin¬ 
nati  had  not  told  them  that  they  disa/ifiroved  the  Dagon  of 
Calvinism — Mr.  B.  answers,  “  This  I  think  completes  the 
‘climax*  of  ignorance  and  arrogance.  Who  is  this  Mr.  Wilson! 
that  the  Methodists,  or  any  other  people,  should  be  obliged  to 
tell  him  their  thoughts.”  In  page  33 — Mr.  Wilson  is  guilty  of 
unparalleled  effrontery  for  styling  a  quotation  from  Dagon 
^^Methodist  derision.^*  It  is  Methodist  derision  certainly  if 
they  give  circulation  to  it.  Methodists  were  the  publishers 
and  active  distributors  of  this  book— Nay,  Mr.  Burke  him- 
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self,  pages  26  and  27  declares  it  as  His  opinion,  and  the  opinion 
of  the  Methodist  church  at  Cincinnati,  that  the  opinions  which’ 
Dagon  ridicules  are  contained  in  the  Presbyterian  confession 
of  faith. 

Mr.  Wilson  had  in  the  introductory  part  of  his  pamphlet, 
strenuously  urged  the  necessity  and  propriety  of  religious  con¬ 
troversy.  Mr.  Burkc)  in  page  8,  charges  Mr.  W.  with  thete- 
by  teaching  for  doctrines  the  commandments  of  men,  and  per¬ 
verting  the  oracles  of  God— and  in  proving  this  charge,  he 
gives  some  strange  reasoning  indeed* 

I 

‘‘The  ‘contending  for  the  faith  once  delivered  to  the  saints,' 
does  not  mean  the  disputing  about  particular  doctrines,  or 
sentiments;  but  ‘wrestling  against  principalities  and  powers, 
against  the  rulers  of  the  darkness  of  the  world,  against  spiri¬ 
tual  wickedness  in  high  places.’  Eph.  vi.  12. 

The  reader  who  is  unacquainted  with  his  bible,  will  sup¬ 
pose  that  the  phrase  “contending  for  the  faith,  &c.”  is  to  be 
found  ia  Eph.  vi.  12.  He  will  look  however  in  vain  for  it 
there — but  by  turning  up  to  Jude  3  and  4,  he  will  find  it,  and 
can  judge  for  himself  whether  we  are  there  enjoined  to  fight 
with  men  or  devils. 

And  after  all  that  is  said  in  two  pages  against  religious  con¬ 
troversy.  Mr.  Burke  says,  page  10, 

“That  it  is  often  necessary  to  vindicate  the  truth,  I  hope 
every  good  man  will  allow;  and  be  ready  to  stand  forth  in  its 
defence  on  every  proper  occasion;  but  a  wise  man  will  easily 
discern  between  those  truths,  that  are  necessary  for  the  good 
of  society,  and  those  doubtful  points,  on  which  men  equally 
good,  have  differed  from  time  immemorial.” 

And  what  is  more,  the  greater  part  of  the  pamphlet  is  a  la¬ 
boured,  and  all  things  considered,  a  well  written  defence  of 
some  of  the  peculiar  doctrines  of  the  Methodist  church*  It 
appears  then  that  religious  controversy  is  a  very  good  and  ne¬ 
cessary  thing,  tvheri  it  is  to  be  under  the  sole  direction  of  Mr. 

Vot.  t.  ,2B 
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Burke  and  his  friends— but  the  moment  It  Is  to  be  under  any 
other  person's  direction,  it  is  a  “perverting  of  the  oracles  of 
God."  ^ 

It  must  be  acknowledged,  that  Mr.  Burke  is  by  no  means 
singular  in  this.  Nothing  is  more  common  than  for  the  recruit¬ 
ing  officer  of  a  religious  sect,  (and  perhaps  no  religious  sect  in 
this  country  is  without  such  officers)  to  hold  up  the  matter  of 
difference  between  his  church  and  other  churches  as  a'  very 
trivial  matter,  when  there  is  a  prospect  of  gaining  from  other 
churches— hut  when  there  is  any  dread  of  loosing  people  by 
their  joining  those  Other  churches,  then  the  hue  and  cry  is 
raised  about  the  importance  of  the  differences,  and  the  neces-* 
sity  of  contending  earnestly  for  every  iota  of  the  faith.^\ 

CTo  he  Continued-  J 


{[from  the  CHRISTIAN  OBSERVER.] 

.  REVIEW  OF  MARTYN'S  APPEAL 

JOR  NINE  HUNDRED  THOUSAND  CHRISTIANS  IN  INDIA. 

Christian  India;  or,  an  appeal  on  behalf  of  900.000  Christians  in  India,  who 
want  the  Bible;  A  Sermon  preached  at  Calcutta,  on  Tuesday,  Januarj^  1, 
1811,  for  promoting  the  objects  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society. 
By  Henry  Martyn,  B.  D,  Fellow  of  St  John’s  College,  Cambridge; 
and  Chaplain  to  the  Honourabl  East  Indi  '  Company  in  Bengal.— Publish¬ 
ed  by  Request.  With  a  list  of  Benefactors.  Calcutta  printed.  1811.  pp. 
47. 

•  The  author  of  this  Sermon  is  well  known  at  Cambridge  as 
the  senior  wrangler  of  his  year;  and  the  present  use  of  his  pow¬ 
ers  will  not  tarnish  his  former  laurels.  He  stands  forward  as 
the  advocate  of  near  a  million  of  his  fellow  Christians,  natives 
of  Hindostan;  and  happy  are  we  to  say,  that  he  has  been  a  suc¬ 
cessful  advocate.  He  appears  to  have  kindled  a  flame  in  In- 
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dia,  a  flame  of  Christian  zeal  and  love,  which,  we  trust,  nothing 
will  be  able  to  quench,  until  every  corner  of  our  Eastern 
empire  shall  have  been  satiated,  if  that  be  possible,  with  Divine 
light  and  heat. 

The  friends  of  the  Bible  Society  in  India,  Mr.  Marivn  tells 
us,  have  endeavoured  to  ascertain  the  order  of  the  respective 
claims  of  the  various  classes  of  persons  in  India.  The  Europe¬ 
an  regiments  having  been  supplied  with  the  Scriptures*  it  be¬ 
came  a  duty  to  consider  to  whom  next  they  should  direct  their 
attention,  and  it  was  sooa  determined  that  the  claims  of  the 
native  Chnsttnm  were  those  which  were  the  most  urgent. 

The  preacher  after  considering  the  obligation  of  Christians 
to  do  good  to  all,  but  especially  to  the  household  of  faith,  and 
putting  the  question.  Where  is  this  household  to  be  found,  and 
what  can  be  done  for  them?  replies— ‘‘’You  need  not  go  out  of 
India  to  look  for  them:  they  dwell  in  the  land,  and  are  natives 
of  it;  and  the  only  favour  we  ask  for  them,  is  the  present  of  a 
Bible. 

The  native  Christians  of  India  ,Mr.  Martyn  arranges  in 
four  divisions.  From  this  part  of  the  sermon  we  shall  make 
copious  extracts. 

“  1.  The  Portuguese,  of  whom  there  are  about  50,000.  On 
the  Malabar  coast  alone  there  are  36.000;  at  Calcutta,  7>000; 
in  Ceylon;  5,000.  Besides  these  there  are  settlements  of  Portu¬ 
guese  all  along  the  coast  from  Madras  to  Cape  Comorin,  and 
families  of  them  are  to  be  found  in  all  the  principal  towns  on 
the  Ganges  and  Jumna.  Copies  of  the  Portuguese  Scriptures 
could  be  procured  immediately  from  England,  and  they  might 
be  put  into  circulation  without  difficulty,  because  here,  as  well 
'  in  Europe,  the  Roman  Catholic  priests  are  no  longer  averse  to 
the  translation  and  dispersion  of  the  Scripture. 

“11.  The  next  class  of  Christians  to  be  noticed  are  those 
of  Tanjore,  who  were  converted  to  the  Christian  faith  chiefly 
by  the  labours  of  Swartz.  They  are  in  number  about  12,000 
I  and  speak  the  I'amul.  A  version  of  the  Scriptures,  in 
1  this  language,  was  made  long  ago  by  Fabricus,  one  of  the  Da- 
(^nisli  missionaries,  who  devoted  his  Vi  hole  life  to  the  work. 
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^^These  people  afrc  all  Protestants;  every*  otie  of  them  can 
read  the  Bible;  and  their  desire  to  be  more  fully  supplied  with 
the  Scriptures^  appears  from  a  letter  sent  by  the  missionaries 
tvho  superintend  them. 

♦‘J-iBst  year,  at  the  present  season,  these  circumstances 
were  stated  to  you;  and,  with  a  readiness  and  affection  which 
will  long  be  remembered,  you  came  forward  at  once  to  assist 
your  brethren.*  The  donations  of  a  few  individuals  were 
deemed  sufficient  to  supply  their  immediate  wants;  but  we  are 

EersuJtded  that  still  greater  exertions  would  have  been  made, 
ad  the  occasion  required  them.  I  am  now  authorised  to  in¬ 
form  you,  that  500  Old  Testaments,  400  New,  and  300  Psal¬ 
ters,  in  Tamul;  200  Old  Testaments,  150  New,  and  500  Psal¬ 
ters,  in  Portuguese,  have  been  purchased  and  distributed. 

‘‘That  we  may  be  enabled  to  render  them  further  assistance 
and  anticipate  their  future  wants,  a  new  edition  of  the  Scrip¬ 
tures,  in  Tamul,  should  be  instantly  prepared;  and  for  this  no¬ 
thing  is  wanting  but  funds,  There  are  Tamul  presses  at 
Tranquebar  and  Vtpery,  and  persons  to  superintend  them. 

‘‘Ul.  The  third  class  of  Christians  are  those  who  speak  the 
Malayalim,  or  Malabar.  These  are,  first,  the  Roman  Catho¬ 
lics,  in  number  150,000,  composed  partly  of  converts  from 
heathenism,  and  partly  qf  Proselytes  from  the  Syrian  church; 
and  secondly,  the  Syrians  who  retain  their  ancient  form  of 
worship.  No  estimate  has  been  made  o*^  their  population;  but 
the  number  of  their  churches  is  ascertained  to  he  fifty  five. — 
There  are  then,  perhaps,  not  fewer  than  200,000  Christians 
who  use  the  Malabar  language.  A  translation  of  the  scrip* 
tures  into  it  was  undertaken  four  years  ago  by  their  Bishop; 
assisted  by  some  of  his  clergy,  and  it  is  presumed  that  the 
work  is  going  on.  The  four  gospels  are  in  the  press,  at  Bonv* 
bay,  and  nearly  printed  off.  Syriac  being  formerly  spoken  by 
these  mountaineers,  the  Liturgy  and  Scriptures  are  in  that  lan¬ 
guage.  ‘The  priests  occasionally  expound  the  Scriptures  in  the 
Maylayalim  to  the  people;  but  this  good  custom,  like  many  o- 
thers,  is  gradually  falling  into  disuse.  Some  of  the  people  un¬ 
derstand  the  Syrian  prayers,  but  the  Syrian  language  is  not  used 
in  common  discoursef 

“  ‘Some  of  the  elders  of  the  church  were  asked,  whether 
they  were  willing  to  diffuse  the  Malayalim  scriptures,  if  they 

*  See  Christ.  Obs.  for  1810.  p.  520. 
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were  aided  in  the  expensed  We  are  most  willing  they  said. 
One  of  them  added,  The  truth  is,  that  in  former  times  all  our 
people  understood  the  Syriac,  biit  in  the  lapse  of  ages  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  country  superseded  it.  A  Malayalim  translation 
ought  certainly  to  have  been  made  before  now;  but  ,we  have 
had  in  later  times  neither  learned  men  nor  competent  means.* 
It  was  proposed  to  them,  that  a  standard  translation  of  the  Ma¬ 
layalim  should  be  prepared  and  sent  to  each  of  the  fifty-five 
churches,  on  condition  that  each  church  should  multiply  the 
copies  and  circulate  them  among  the  people.  ‘We  accept  your 
offer,’  said  the  priests,  ‘with  thankfiillness.’  One  in  particular 
said,  ‘I  engage  for  the  heads  of  families  in  this  parish,  that  eve¬ 
ry  man  who  can  write,  will  be  happy  to  make  a  copy  of  the 
Scriptures  for  his  own  family.** 

“It  was  before  mentioned,  that  150,000  Roman  Catholic 
Christians  use  the  same  language;  to  which  it  may  be  here  ad¬ 
ded,  that  the  Romish  Bishop,  the  vicar  apostolic  of  the  pope 
in  India,  has  consented  to  the  circulation  of  the  Scriptures 
throughout  his  diocese:  so  that  there  are  upwards  of  200,000 
persons  who  are  ready  to  receive  the  Malayalim  Bible. 

“IV.  We  come  now  to  the  fourth  and  last  class  of  native 
Christians,  the  Cingalese.  In  the  Island  of  Ceylon,  in  the  year 
1801  the  number  of  native  schools  amounted  to  170,  and  the 
number  of  native  Protestant  Christians  exceeded  342,000. 
The  Christians  professing  the  religion  of  the  Church  of  Rome, 
are  supposed  to  be  still  niore  numerous. 

“No  part  of  India  offers  such  encouragement  to  attempts 
at  moral  improvement  as  Ceylon. 

“The  New  Tesfament  has  been  translated  into  Cingalese, 
and  printed  at  Colombo,  at  the  charge  of  government,  for  the 
purpose  of  supplying  the  natives  professing  Christianity.  For 
this  information,  the  Bible  Society,  from  whose  last  Report 
we  have  obtained  it,  profess  themselves  indebted  to  Sir  Alex¬ 
ander  Johnstone,  late  chief  justice  in  that  island;  and,  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  his  representation,  they  have  determined  to  appro¬ 
priate  as  much  as  can  be  spared  from  the  expenses  necessarily 
attending  the  execution  of  their  vast  plans,  to  promote  the  cir¬ 
culation  of  the  Cingalese  Scriptures. 

“But  must  this  be  suffered? — Do  we  not  blush  at  the  of¬ 
fers  of  assistance  from  home,  where  funds  are  raised  with  such 
difficulty,  not  for  want  of  good  will  in  the  people  but  from  the 
unexampled  pressure  of  the  times,  and  where  also  all  that  is 

*  Rev.  Dr.  Buchannan’s  Letters  from  the  Coast. 
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raised,  may  be  employed  with  such  effect  in  benefiting  the 
other  three  quarters  ot  the  globe?  Asia  must  be  our  care:  or  if 
not  all  Asia,  India  at  least  must  look  to  none  but  us.  Honour 
calls,  as  well  as  duty;  your  reputation  for  liberality  I'equires 
that  you  render  their  assistance  unnecessary.  Let  us  make 
haste  then  and  anticipate  their  supplies,  and  thus  prove  to  our 
friends  and  the  world,  that  the  mother  country  need  never  be 
ashamed  of  her  sons  in  India. 

“What  a  special  spectacle  does  she  present!  Standing  firm 
amidst  the  overthrow  of  nations,  and  spreading  wide  the  shad¬ 
ow  of  her  wings  for  the  protection  of  all,  she  finds  herself  at 
leisure,  amidst  the  tumult  of  war,  to  form  benevolent  projects 
for  the  best  interests  of  mankind.  Her  generals  and  admirals 
have  caused  the  thunder  of  her  power  to  be  heard  throughout 
the  earth;  now  her  ministers  of  Religion,  perform  their  part, 
and  endeavour  to  fulfil  the  high  destinies  of  Heaven  in  favour 
of  their  country.  They  called  on  their  fellow  citizens  to  cheer 
the  desponding  nations,  with  the  book  of  the  promises  of  eter¬ 
nal  life,  and  thus  afford  them  that  consolation  from  the 
prospect  of  a  happier  world,  which  they  have  little  expectation 
of  finding  amidst  the  disasters  and  calamities  of  this.  The 
summons  was  obeyed.  As  fast  as  the  nature  of  the  underta¬ 
king  became  understood,  and  perceived  to  be  clearly  distinct 
from  all  party  business,  and  visionary  projects,  great  numbers 
of  all  ranks  in  society  and  all  persuasions  in  religion,  joined 
with  one  heart  and  one  soul,  and  began  to  impart  freely  to  all 
men  that  which,  next  to  the  Saviour,  is  God's  best  gift  to  man. 
—It  is  now  time  that  we  should  step  forward.  Shall  every 
town  and  hamlet  in  England  engage  in  the  glorious  cause,  and 
the  mighty  empire  of  India  do  nothing?  Will  not  our  wealth 
and  dignity  be  our  disgrace,  if  we  do  not  employ  it  for  God 
and  our  fellow  creatures?— VVhat  plan  could  be  proposed  so 
little  open  to  objections,  and  so  becoming  our  national  charac¬ 
ter  and  religion,  so  simple  and  practicable,  yet  so  extensively 
beneficial,  as  that  of  giving  the  word  of  God  to  the  Christian 
part  of  our  native  subjects?  There  are,  as  you  have  seen,  no 
less  than  900,000  Christians  close  at  hand.  Many  of  them 
are  relapsing  fast  to  idolatry,  and  are  already  indeed  little  bet¬ 
ter  than  heathens.  Yet  they  are  forever  broken  off  from  their 
parent  stock.  They  have  left  their  casts,  they  cannot  be  recei¬ 
ved  back  again,  and  have  none  to  whom  they  can  look  but  us. 

“Mention  not  their  meanness:  it  is  yours  to  raise  them  from 
degredation.  Despise  not  their  inferiority,  nor  reproach  them 
for  their  errors;  they  cannot  get  a  Bible  to  read.  Had  they 
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been  blessed  with  your  advantages,  they  would  have  been  per¬ 
haps  more  worthy  of  your  respect. .  It  has  been  said  with  too 
much  truth,  that  they  scarcely  deserve  the  name  of  Christians* 
How  is  it  possible  they  should  be  otherwise  considering  how 
little  oral  instruction  they  receive!”  pp.  21 — 40. 

The  concluding  appeal  may  be  made  no  less  appropriately 
to  us  in  England  or  America  than  to  the  audience  whom  Mr. 
Martyn  addressed.  ' 

‘‘Let  us  reflect  a  moment  upon  the  unhappy  state  ©f  those 
who  live  without  a  Bible,  but  especially  of  those  who  die  with¬ 
out  one. 

“Imagine  the  sad  situation  of  a  sick  or  dying  Christian,  who 
has  just  heard  enough  of  eternity  to  be  afraid  of  death,  and  not 
enough  of  the  Saviour  to  look  beyond  it  with  hope.  He  can¬ 
not  call  for  a  Bible  to  look  for  something  to  support  him,  or 
ask  his  wife  or  child  to  read  him  a  consolatory  chapter.  The 
Bible,  alas,  is  a  treasure,  which  they  never  had  the  happiness 
to  possess.  O  pity  their  distress,  you  that  have  hearts  to  feel 
for  the  miseries  of  your  fellow  creatures;  you  that  have  dis- 
cerninent  to  see,  that  a  wounded  spirit  is  far  more  agonizing 
thau  any  earth  begotten  woes;  you  that  know  that  you  too  must 
one  day  die,  O  give  unto  him  what  may  comfort  him  in  a  dy¬ 
ing  hour.  The  Lord  who  loves  our  brethren,  who  gave  his 
life  for  them  and  for  you;  who  gave  you  the  Bible  before  them 
and  now  wills  that  they  should  receive  it  from  you;  he  will  re¬ 
ward  you.  They  cannot  recompense  you;  but  you  shall  be  re¬ 
compensed  at  the  resurrection  of  the  just.  The  King  himself 
will  say  to  you,  ‘inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of  the 
least  of  these  my  brethren,  ye  have  done  it  unto  me.*'  pp.  ’  44 
—47. 

We  have  said  that  Mr.  Martyn  proved  a  successful  advo¬ 
cate  on  this  occasion.  On  the  21st  of  February,  a  meeting 
was  held  at  the  College  of  Fort  William,  for  the  purpose  of 
considering  the  propriety  of  instituting  a  Bible  Society,  as  aux¬ 
iliary  to  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society.  A  society 
was  accordingly  formed,  entitled  “The  Calcutta  Auxiliary  Bi¬ 
ble  Society;’*  the  object  of  which  is  declared  to  be  the  same 
with  that  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  viz.  “to  en- 
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courage  the  circulation  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  without  note  oV 
comment;  and* especially  to  supply  the  demands  of  the  native 
Christians  in  India,  computed  to  be  nearly  a  million,  including 
those  in  the  island  of  Ceylon.*^  *  Near  16,000  rupeees  had  been 
previously  subscribed  in  aid  of  the  objects  of  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society.  Among  the  subscribers,  we  perceive, 
with  great  satisfaction  the  names  of  General  Hewett,  the  com¬ 
mander  in  Chief,  and  first  member  of  the  Supreme  Council, 
for  2000  rupees;  of  John  Lumsden,  Esq.  second  member  of  the 
Supreme  Council;  of  Sir  John  Koyds  and  Sir  William  Bur¬ 
roughs,  judges  of  the  supreme  court;  and  many  other  highly 
respectable  characters.  Of  the  newly  instituted  socie.ty,  John 
.Herbert  Harrington,  Esq.  judge  of  the  Suddar  Dewanee  and 
Nizamut  Adawluts,  president  of  the  College  Council,  and  pro¬ 
fessor  of  laws,  has  been  appointed  the  president;- — 'George  Ud- 
ny.  Esq,  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  late  a  member 
of  the  Supreme  council,  and  N.  B.  Edmonstone,  Esq.  chief 
Secretary  of  the  Government,  vice  presidents; — ^J.  D.  Alex¬ 
ander,  Esq.  treasurer;*— and  the  Rev.  David  Brown,  .pnior 
chaplain  of  the  Presidency,  secretary.  At  tjhe  first  meeting 
of  the  committee  of  this  new  society,  it  was  resolved,  ‘Hhat 
the  objects  pointed  out  in  the  sermon  preached  by  the  Rev. 
Henry  Martyn  on  the  1st  of  January,  be  taken  into  immmedi* 
ate  consideration,  and  that  the  secretary  be  requested  to  make 
the  necessary  inquiries,  by  opening  a  correspondence  with 
the  different  parts  of  India.”  It  was  also  resolved,  that  mea¬ 
sures  should  be  taken  for  making  the  objects  of  the  institution 

generally  known,  with  a  view  to  obtaining  benefactions  and  sub¬ 
scriptions 
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The  Second  Report  of  this  Society  was  made  at  a  general 
meeting  held  at  Edinburgh  on  the  14th  of  May  1811  The 
following  is  the  substance  of  it. 
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1  he  committee  present  an  account  of  their  transactions  du« 
ring  the  past  year  with  the  greater  pleasure,  that  they  have  re¬ 
ceived  so  many  tokens  of  the  public  confidence.  The  society 
has  become  more  generally  known,  and  its  constitution  and  op¬ 
erations  have  been  sanctioned  by  a  considerable  number  of 
additional  subscribers. 

The  prisoners  of  war  have  continued  to  receive  supplies  of  the 
Scripture,  in  the  Danish,  Dutch,  and  French  languages,  which 
were  accepted  with  respect,  and*  followed  by  expressions  of 
gratitude.  The  destitute  Sick  Societies  of  Edinburgh  and 
Leiih,  the  Leith  Female  Society^  the  foreign  seamen  at  that 
port^  the  African  and  Asiatic  Society  of  this  city,  our  country¬ 
men  in  the  Highlands,  poor  soldiers,  and  children  of  the  mili¬ 
tary,  as  well  as  poor  widows^  have  shared  the  society’s  bounty. 

An  application  from  Dumfries,  for  a  small  supply  of  Bibles 
to  the  prison,  was  granted  with  additional  pleasure  owing  to 
its  being  made  by  the  keeper  on  behalf  of  his  prisoners. 

By  a  Communication  from  Sunderland,  it  appeared  that 
there  were  to  be  found  there  ttventy-jive  thonMand  peoplei  who 
are  not  in  the  habit  of  attending  any  place  of  worship,  and  that 
among  the  five  hundred  vessels  trading  from  that  port,  but  a 
few  were  furnished  with  a  single  Bible!  The  committee  sent 
one  hundred  copies  to  Sunderland;  with  an  assurance  that  any 
number 'would  be  cheerfully  afforded  at  the  reduced  prices. 
The  parentSociety  also  voted  a  supply  of  Bibles  and  Testa¬ 
ments  to  the  value  ol  501.  sterling. 

Your  committee  have,  from  the  beginning,  paid  particular 
attention  to  Ireland.  This  important  part  of  the  United  King¬ 
dom  affords  the  animating  hope  of  an  extensive  and  rapid  dif¬ 
fusion  of  Scripture.  The  Hibernian  Bible  Societyi  and  its 
benches,  have  circulated  by  sale,  at  low  prices,  since  their 
commencement,  more  than  thirty-three  thousand  Bibles  and 
Testaments;  of  which  number  nearly  fifteen  thousand  was  sold 
in  the  course  of  one  yeatj  ending  in  November  last.  Since  the 
VOL.  X.  2c 
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last  anniversary,  the  committee  have  contributed  2001.  stated 
ill  the  first  Report,  in  aid  of  the  Hibernian  Bible  Society, 

One  hundred  pounds  was  voted  last  year  towards  printing 
the  Scriptures  in  the  Icelandic.  The  early  period  at  which 
this  people  received  the  volume  of  revelation  in’  their  own  lan¬ 
guage,  connected  with  the  affecting  intelligence,  that  the  re¬ 
maining  copies  of  their  last  edition  were  daily  w  asting  awav 
by  frequent  ,  use,  gave  a  peculiar  interest  to  this  translation. 
An  edition  of  the  Icelandic  New  Testament  was  printed  some 
time  ago,  by  the  parent  society  (which  w^as  most  singularly 
preserved  from  the  flomes  during  the  bombardment  of  Copen¬ 
hagen,)  and  the  tvhole  Bible  of  that  language  is  now  in  the  press  . 
The  Evangelical  Society  of  Stockholm,  having  spent. their 
funds  in  printing  and  publishing  the  Swedish  Scrip¬ 
tures,  were  anxious  to  distribute  copies  among  the  poor  gratis. 
The  thousands  in  Sweden,  who  are  never  in  possession  of  n 
shilling  to  pay  for  a  copy,  so  that,  .without  such  a  measure, 
they  must  have  remained  destitute  of  the  word  of  God.  The 
Committee  voted  lOOl.  to  be  spent  in  circulating  the  Swedish 
Scriptures  among  the  poor  of  that  nation:  and  they  have  had 
much  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  faithful  application  of  this 
money.  ‘ 

To  the  Oriental  translations  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  now 
carrying  on  at  Serampore,  the  Committee  have  voted  the  sum 
2001. 

The  Committee  express  their  obligation  to  a  member  of  the 
society  for  a  communication  respecting  the  present  state  of 
Abyssinia,  and  the  importance  of  examining  into  the  possibil¬ 
ity  of  sending  the  inhabitants  of  that  empire  a  version  of  the 
holy  Scriptures  in  the  Ethiopic  language.  Considering  the 
subject  to  be  of  no  small  moment,  they  resolved  to  lay  it  be¬ 
fore  the  parent  society,  which  has  concluded  to  print  an  Ethi¬ 
opic  version  of  the  Book  of  Psalms,  for  the  use  of  the  Abysri- 
nians, — and  is  also  endeavouring  to  procure  a  version  of  one 
of  the  Gospels  in  that  language. 
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During  the  year,  the  sum  of  7001,  has  been  remitted  to  tiie 
parent  institution,  making  a  total  of  15001.  sterling  since  the 
commencement  of  the  society. 

The  following  Auxiliary  Associations  have  been  constitu 
ted  within  the  last  six  months,  with  the  intention  of  aiding  the 
funds  of  the  Edinburgh  society,  viz.  those  of  Dunfermline, 
Biggar,  St.  Andrew’s,  Elgin.  The  Committee  have  also  wit¬ 
nessed,  with  pleasure,  the  commencement  of  other  Bible  Soci¬ 
eties — at  Montrose,  at  Aberdeen,  and  Dumfries.  . 

The  committee  have  resolved  to  afford  all  such  associa¬ 
tions  every  degree  of  accommodation  in  circulating  the  Holy 
Scriptures.  In  addition  to  this,  any  minister  who  makes  a 
collection  in  aid  of  the  Society,  may  receive  Bibles,  for  the 
supply  of  his  own  neighbourhood,  at  subscribers  thrives. 

The  military  had  last  year  been  furnished  with  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  at  reduced  prices,  and,  in  some  iifttances,  gratis;  but  no 
idea  was  entertained  that  this  would  prove  the  occasion  of  be¬ 
nefit  to  the  society’s  funds.  It  is  only  a  few  days,  however, 
since  the  sum  of  291.  sterling  was  paid’  by  the  Major  of  the 
Rosshire  Militia,  stationed  at  Leith,  as  a  donation  of  gratitude, 
being  one  day’s  pay  from  the  non-commissioned  officers  and 
privates  belonging  to  that  regiment.* 

•The  following  letter  aocompanied  the  donation. 

‘‘We,  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  private  men  of  the 
Rosshire  regiment  of  Militia,  having  taken  into  consideration  the 
great  necessity  for  spreading  abroad  the  knowledge  of  the  Gos¬ 
pel  of  salvation  by  Jesus  Christ  throughout  the  world;  we  hum¬ 
bly,  therefore,  cast  in  our  mite  towards  the  cause  (through  the 
hands  of  our  worthy  commanding  officer,  Major  R.),  with  an  eye 
we  hope,  to  the  glory  ot  God,  and  the  salvation  of  immortal  souls. 
For  in  the  degree  that  we  are  convinced  of  our  perishing  state  by 
nature,  we  cannot  but  feel  for  those  who  are  in  the  same  state,  and 
yet  who  may  not  have  the  means  administered  to  them:  also  in  the 
degree  that  we  have  believed  in  Christ, and  salvation  through  him, 
We  would  have  the  same  declared  and  recommended  to  others. 

“We  cannot  forbear  to  make  mention  here,  of  the  change  that 
took  place  in  our  regiment  since  this  time  tv/o  years,  by  means  of 
some  Gaelic  Bibles,  received  tlirougl*  the  v/ortliy  Mrs.  G.  Ports- 
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From  a  Society  of  female  servants  at  Aberdeen,  the  Coni- 
'  mittee  received  the  sum  of  201.  sterling,  collected  by  the  weeio- 
ly  contribution  of  one  fienny,^  and  Irom  triends  in  and  near 
Iverkeithing^  a  larger  sum  has  been  received,  which  was  col* 
lected  chiefly  in  the  same  manner. 

In  line,  copies  of  the  sacred  oracles  are  multiplying  at 
home*  They  are  conveyed  to  the  most  distant  heathen  nations, 
and  are  even  in  the  course  of  remm  to  those  countries,  where 
they  were  received  from  above,  and  whence  they  were  origin¬ 
ally  disseminated.  Numerous  efforts  are  making  on  behali  of 
the  Pagan  world,  while  the  Greek  and  the  Jew  have  again 
become  objects  of  commiseration.  We  behold,  at  the  same 
xnomentf  the  light  of  Divine  revelation  struggling  for  the  inas- 

mouth,  at  which  time  a  reformation  tqok  place  in  the  regimen^ 
which  we  know,  siill  continues;  though  we  know  not  who  shall 
bring  forth  fruit  to  perfection— the  harvest  day  will  declare  that. 

“We  wish  to  return  sincere  thanks  for  Bibles,  &c.  received? 
at  reduced  prices,  since  our  landing  at  Leith,  and  conclude  with 
expressing  our  most  grateful  thanks.  May  that  God,  whose  word 
you  honor,  and  who  has  put  it  into  your  hearts  to  send  xt  forth  into 
all  lands,  bless  and  prosper  your  society,  and  make  U  the  joy  of 
the  whole  earth.*  • 

•The  institution  of  this  society  is  interesting. 

Some  time  ago,  a  few  female  servants  in  Aberdeen,  desirous 
of  testifying  their  good  will  toward  the  support  of  those  excellent 
institutions  formed  of  late  in  this  country,  for  sending  the  Scrip¬ 
tures,  and,  by  them,  the  knowledge  of  salvation,  to  such  as  are 
'  yet  destitute  of  that  interesting  privilege,  resolved  to  meet  toge¬ 
ther,  and  contribute  a  little  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  such  insiitulions. 
Their  numbers  increasing,  and  having  obtained  the  consent  of 
some  ministers  of  the  Gospel  to  preside  at  iheir  meetings,  they 
did,  on  the  16th  of  August,  1809,  form  themselves  into  a  society? 
to  be  called  •‘The  Aberdeen  Female  Servant  Society,  fpi'  pro¬ 
moting  the  Diffusion  of  the  Scriptures.” 

The  first  donation  of  this  society  was  presented  to  the  Edin¬ 
burgh  Bible  Society?  amounting  to  20/.  sterling;  and  20/.  1«.  have 
been  lately  given  towards  aiding  the  translations  of  sacred  Scrip* 
^rc,  now  carrying  forward  by  the  Missionaries  at  Seram  pore?  in 
the  East  Indies. 
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rcry  in  the  East,  and  its  rays  about  to  penetrate  into  ,tlie  dark* 
est  countries  of  Europe.  The  millions  of  India  and  China  are 
placed  before  us  in  the  same  affecting  point  of  view  with  the 
Tartar  tribes,  and  the  shivering  inhabitants  of  Iceland,  of  Lap- 
land,  and  Labrador.  '  ■  ^ 

Asia  appears’ full  in  view,  as  appointed  to,  receive  in  all 
her  languages  the  sacred  volume;  and  Africa,  too  long  forgot*? 
ten,  has  came  up  in  remembrance  before  the  present  generation. 
The  blessings  of  Divine  Revelation  have  not*  only  visited  her 
shores,  but,  through  Abyssinia,  they 'may,  at  no  distant  period, 
find  access  to  the  centre  of  that  deeply  injured  continent. 

America,  alive  to  the  importance  of  the  exertions  in  this 
kingdom,  has  received  an  impulse  corresponding  to  the  magni¬ 
tude  of  the  object  proposed; 

On  the  continent  of  Europe,  the  Holy  Scriptures  are  cir¬ 
culating,  and  the  Gospel  of  Peace  is  received  with  joy  in  time 
of  war.  We  have  lived’  to  see  the  day  when  the  members  of 
the  Romish  church  have,  in  various  European  languages,  re¬ 
ceived  and  circulated  the  sacred  volume;  and  when  even  a  Bi¬ 
ble  Society  has  been  established  by.  the  people  of  that  per¬ 
suasion.  (  •  ‘  ^  .  *  > 

After  this  slight  detail,  the  Committee  conceive,  that  many 
in  the  four  continents  of  the  world  may  with  propriety  be  said 
to  understand  each  other,  to"  be  animated  by  the  same  princi¬ 
ples,  and  pressing  towards  the  accomplishment  of  the  same 
design.  Let  it  be  observed,  that  the » population  alluded  to  in 
the  foregoing  Report  amounts  to  not  less  than  several  hundred 
millions;  and  with  this  may  now  be  connected  the  remarkable 
fact  that  the  holy  Scriptures,  in  not  less  than,/^i/  different  di¬ 
alects,  are  proposed  for  execution.  Nay,  a  number  of  these 
are  in  circulation;  others  are  just  completed;  and,  what  is  still 
more  animating,  we  now  behold  the  inhabitants  of  different 
countries  in  the  very  attitude  of  receiving,  for  the  Jlrst  time^ 
the  oracles  oi  God!  .  i 
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EDUCATION,  ON  THE  PRINCIPLES  OF  THE  ESTAB- 
USHED'  CHURCH  OF  ENGLAND. 

We  briefly  alluded  in  our  last  number  to  the  institution  of 
a  society  for  extending  the  benefits  of  education,  on  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  Established  Church,  to  the  poor  throughout  the 
kingdom.  We  now  lay  before  our  readers  an  account  of  the 
proceedings  which  have  led  to  the  formation  of  this  most  in¬ 
teresting  institution. 

*‘Thatthe  national  religion,”  it  is  observed  in  the  prospec¬ 
tus,  ‘‘should  be  made  the  foundation  of  national  education, 
and  should  be  the  first  and  chief  thing  taught  to  the  poor, .  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  excellent  liturgy  and  catechism  provided  by  our 
church  for  that  purpose,  must  be  admitted  by  all  friends  to  the 
Establishment;  for  if  the  great  body  of  the  nation  be  educated 
in  other  principles  than  those  of  the  Established  Church,  the 
natural  consequence  must  be  to  alienate  the  minds  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  from  it,  or  render  them,  indifferent  to  it;  which  may,  in 
succeeding  generations,  prove ifatal  to  the  church,, and  to  the 
state  itself.  It  must,  indeed,  be  admitted  in  this  country  of 
civil  and  V’cligious  liberty,  that  every  man  has  a  right  to  pur¬ 
sue  the  plan  of  education  that  is  best  adapted  to  the  religion 
which  he  himself  professes^  Whatever  religious  tenets,  there¬ 
fore,  men  of  other  persuasions  may  think  proper  to  combine  with 
the  mechanism  of  the  new  system,  whether  tenets  peculiar  to 
themselves,  or  tenets  of  a^more  general  nature,  they  are  free  to 
use  the  new  system  so  combined,  without  reproach  or  interrup¬ 
tion  from  the  members  of  the  establishment.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  members  of  the  Establishment  are  not  only  warranted,  but 
in  duty  bound  to  preserve  that  system  as  originally  practised  at 
Madras,  in  the  form  of  a  Church  of  England  education.  The 
friends,  therefore,  of  the  Establishment,  throughout  the  king¬ 
dom,  are  earnestly  requested  to  associate  and  co-operate,  for 
the  purpose  of  promoting  the  education  of  the  poor  in  the  doc¬ 
trine  and  discipline  of  the  Established  Church.  It  is  hoped 
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that  such  co-operation  will  not  be  wanting,  when  the  object  in 
view  is  nothing  less  than’ the  preservation  of  the  national  reli« 
gion,  by  ensuring  to*  the  great  body  of  the  people  an  education 
adapted  to  its  principles.  With  a  view  of.promoting  such  co¬ 
operation,  and  with  the  intent  of  laying  ’  the  foundation  of  a  so¬ 
ciety  which  shall  extend  its  influence  over  the  whole  kingdom, 
a  number  of  persons,  friends  to  the  Establishment,  at  a  meeting 
holden  on  the  16th  day  of  October,  1811,  his  Grace  the  Arch¬ 
bishop  of  Canterbury  in  the  chair.  Resolved,  that  such  a  soci¬ 
ety  be  now  constituted,  and  that  measures  be  taken  for  carrying 
the  same  into  effect;  and  that  for  this  purpose  the  Archbishop 
of  Canterbury,  forthe'time  being,  be  president.** 

A  committee  havirig*becn  appointed,  to  consider  of  rules 
and  regulations  for  the  constitution  and  government  of  the 
society^  made  their  report  to*  a  general' meeting  on  the  21st  of 
October,  which  was  unanimously  adopted*  The  rules  are  as 
follows: 

‘‘That  the  title  of  the  society  now  constituted  be  ‘The  Na¬ 
tional  Society  for  promoting  the  Education  of  the  Poor  in  the 
Principles  of  the  Established  Churchy  throughout  England  and 
Walesl*^ 

“That  the  sole  object  of  this  Society  shall  be,  to  instruct 
and  educate  the  poor  in  suitable  learning,  works  of  industry, 
and  the  principles  of  the  Christian  religion,  according  to  the 
Established  Church* 

“That  his  Grace  the  Archbishop  of  York,  and  the  Right 
Reverend  the  Bishops  of  both  provinces,  for  the  time  being, 
be  vice-presidents,  together  with  ten  temporal  peers  or  privy 
counsellors,  to  be  nominated  by  the  president  and  other  vice- 
presidents  for  the  present,  and  as  vacancies  may  happen  in  fu¬ 
ture*  ^ 

“That  a  Cominittee  of  Sixteen,  besides  the  president  and 
vice-presidents,  who  are  members  ex  officio,  be  appointed  to 
manage  the  affairs  of  the  Society,  for  the  present  year,  by  the 
President  and  the  Bishop  of  London,  and  such  other  bishops 
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as  shall  be  in  to'wn*  A  fourth  part  of  the  said  sixteen  to  re¬ 
sign  their  office  at  the  end  of  the;year,  but  to  be  capable  of  im¬ 
mediate  re-election*  A  double  list  shall  be  formed  by  the 
president  and  vice-ptesidehts,  out  df  which  the  annual  general 
meeting  shall  elect  the  persons  who  are  to  fill  up  the  vacancies. 

*‘THat  a  general  meeting  be'  holden  annually,  in  the  month 
of  May  or  June,  or  oftener,  if  the  committee  shall  think  it  ex¬ 
pedient,  when  a  report  of  the  Society’s  , proceedings  shall  be 
made,. a  statement  of  the  accounts, for  the  year  be  laid  before 
the  meeting,  and  the  vacancies,  ip  'the  committee  filled  up  as 
above  stated.  '  ,  ' 

‘‘That  all  subscribers  of  not  leisS  than  one  guinea  annually, 
or  benefiictprs  to  the^ amount  of  ten  guineas,  be  qualified  to 
tend  such  meeting.”  f 

’His  Grace  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  was  requested  to 
lay  the  proceedings,  of  this  meeting  before  his  Royal  High¬ 
ness  the  Prince  Regent. 

The  above  proceedings  have  accordingly  been  laid  before 
his  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent,  who  has  been  pleased 
to  signify  his  entire  approbation  of  the  same,  and  has  gracious¬ 
ly  condescended  to  offer  to  become  the  Patron  of  the  Society, 

The  Rev.  Mr*  Norris,  of  Grove  Street,  Hackney,  has  un¬ 
dertaken  to  officiate  as  Secretary.*  Bpoks^of  subscription  are 
opened  at  the  banking-houses  of  Drummond,  Hammersley, 
Hoarc,  Sikes,  Robarts,  Williams,  Bosanquet,  and  Boldero. 

f  *  .  , 

DISTRIBUTIONS  OF  THE  BIBLE. 

A  lady  in  England,  in  the  course  of  a  year,  distributed 
3053  copies  of  the  English  Scripturs;  458  of  the  Spanish,  810 
of  the  Portuguese,  393  of  the  German,  3118  jf  the  French, 
305  of  the  Italian,  188  of  the  Dutch,  92  of  the  Danish,  25  of 
the  Welsh,  and  59  of  the  Gaelic  Scriptures,  to  convicts,  i  pris¬ 
oners  ot  war,  Cartels,  soldiers,  and  sailors,  &c.  S^c.  in  all,  8396 
copies  of  the  Scriptures. 


